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our security ties, to enhance our political co-
operation, to enhance your economic develop-
ment and our economic partnership because
those things are important to the United States
and important to the rest of the world.

Russian Withdrawals

. Mr. President—[inaudible]—President
Yeltsin—[inaudible]—withdrawal in  Estonia?
And are you taking anything to Naples that you
can tell President Yeltsin?

President Clinton. I'm going to Naples, and
I'm going to discuss with President Yeltsin the
conversation I had with President Meri. And
I will continue to do what I have done on this
for a year and a half now, to push in a deliberate
and firm way and to offer all the incentives
we can offer to continue the troop withdrawals.

It's been one of the great successes of the
post-cold-war era, a success not just for these
countries but a success for Russia as well, in
making clear its intentions and making possible
its participation in the world in a broader way.
But I think it would be wrong to characterize
our role as brokers. These are two independent
nations. They have to reach agreement between
themselves, and I'm confident that they will.
If we can assist in that, we’re going to do every-
thing we can to assist. But they will have to
make the decisions, and I think they will.

Q. Can we get President Meri’s reaction?
President Meri?
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Today we celebrate a moment of renewal.
Today we remember your courage. Today we
rejoice, for only one force rules in Estonia, Lat-
via, and Lithuania, and that force is freedom.
Thank you, President Ulmanis, for your gracious
words and your warm welcome to this beautiful
capital. And my thanks, also, to President Meri
and President Brazauskas for your contribution
to this historic event. To the people of these
lands, to those gathered in this square, to those
listening or watching from afar, to all who have
kept the faith, I am deeply honored to stand
before you, the first President of the United
States to set foot on free Baltic soil.
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President Clinton. Please! [Laughter] Do you
need English?

President Lennart Meri of Estonia. No, I need
your question. [Laughter]

Q. Are you as confident as President Clinton
seemingly is that Russia will withdraw all of
its troops from Estonia by August 31st?

President Meri. Well, let's have it clear why
August 31st is so important, not only for Esto-
nians, not only for Latvians but also, and in
the first place, for Russia. You see, it is a highly
symbolic date, meaning that the last ruins of
World War II will be dismantled in Europe,
that Europe will enter a new era where we
will be in a position to build a security system
which will be open, a free market system which
will be open, and first of all, of course, a demo-
cratic society. That is the meaning of August
31st. It will be a first day of a new Europe,
or if not, it will be just an example that we
have some problems still to solve. And those
are by no means Baltic problems. They are Eu-
ropean problems, which means they are global
problems.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 60th news conference
began at 1:40 p.m. in the State Room at Riga Cas-
tle. President Ulmanis spoke in Latvian, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Today we remember, we remember an Au-
gust day just 5 years ago when the peoples of
your nation joined hands in common cause.
From Tallinn to Vilnius, a million strong, you
reached across the boundaries of fear. And here
in this square, sheltered by the Freedom Monu-
ment, that human chain found its center. You
showed the peoples of the world the power of
the Baltic way.

Now today, I stand with you here. And on
behalf of all Americans, I proudly take a place
in that unbroken chain for freedom. The chain
stretches back to your grandparents exiled to
the wastelands of Siberia, many never to return;
back to your fathers, men who took to the for-
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ests to resist the occupying troops; and to you,
who took up their cause, stood vigil over the
bonfires of liberty, and sang the songs of inde-
pendence; and to those in all generations who
gave their very lives for freedom.

Vabadus! Laisves! Briviba! Freedom! No mat-
ter what the language, it is the link that unites
the peoples of our nations, Estonian, Lithuanian,
Latvian, and American. No matter the century,
no matter the invader, you have proved that
freedom never dies when it lives in the hearts
of men and women. You have taught us never
to give up. You have inspired the world. And
America has kept faith with you. For 50 years
we refused to recognize the occupation of your
nation. Your flag flew in our capital. Many of
your countrymen and women sought refuge on
our shores. Now some have returned to serve
their homelands, while others remain to keep
your spirit alive all across America. The chain
that binds our nations is unbreakable.

We marvel at your strength and your reborn
independence. But we know also that many of
you face hardship and uncertainty in your daily
lives, for the path of reform is not always
smooth. Yet America calls on you to hold fast
to that path, to seize this moment of renewal,
to redeem the struggles of your ancestors, to
extend the chain of freedom so that it reaches
across generations to your children and beyond.

And as you return to Europe’s fold, we will
stand with you. We will help you. We will help
you to restore your land, to bring new markets
to light, to find prosperity for all your people.
And we will rejoice with you when the last of

the foreign troops vanish from your homelands.
We will be partners for peace. Our soldiers,
the new Baltic battalion among them, will join
together to bring security to a new Europe. We
will be partners so that your nation can be for-
ever free.

I come from a nation of people drawn from
all around the world, a nation of many, many
peoples who once were bitter enemies, but who
now live together as friends. In your homeland,
as in America, there will always live among you
people of different backgrounds. Today I appeal
to you to summon what my Nation’s greatest
healer, Abraham Lincoln, called “the better an-
gels of our nature,” to never deny to others
the justice and equality you fought so hard for
and earned for yourselves. For freedom without
tolerance is freedom unfulfilled.

The shining figure of liberty stands guard here
today, and the spirit of your peoples fills the
air and brings joy to our hearts. We hear the
songs of freedom that have echoed across the
centuries. We see the flames that lit your way
to independence. We feel the courage that will
keep the chain of freedom alive.

May the memories of this day linger. May
the spirit of the Baltic souls soar. May the strong
sense of freedom never fade. So, in the name
of the free people of the United States of Amer-
ica, I say to the free people of the Baltic nations:
Let freedom ring. Vabadus! Laisves! Briviba!
Freedom!

NoTE: The President spoke at approximately 2:45
p-m. in Freedom Square.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Lech Walesa of Poland and
an Exchange With Reporters in Warsaw
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President Clinton. Thank you very much, Mr.
President. Let me say again how delighted I
am to be here with my party and with my family
in Poland.

We had, from my point of view, a very satis-
factory discussion about what we could do to-
gether to strengthen Poland in terms of its eco-
nomic future and its political and security future
and about what we could do to continue to
integrate the democracies, the new democracies

in Central and Eastern Europe into a broader
Europe. I think they feel a great solidarity with
the people of Poland in their common efforts
to now make freedom work.

President Walesa opened his remarks with a
statement that I think may be well-known in
Poland but perhaps not so much in the United
States. He said Poland’s future needed more
American generals, starting with General Motors
and General Electric. [Laughter] And we talked
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